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SCARBOROUGH COLLEGE 
SIXTH FORM 

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME



I am delighted that you have chosen Scarborough College for your Sixth Form studies. 

Sixth Form is a challenging and exciting new stage in your education as you move one 
step closer to your career and university aspirations. You will now have more freedom  
to study independently and more opportunities to cultivate an intellectual curiosity 
through the exploration of the subjects you have chosen for your IB Diploma. With this 
freedom comes more responsibility, both personally and within the school community, 
as you develop your skills of independent inquiry and act as role models to the
younger students.

You will discover many exciting and worthwhile opportunities both inside and outside 
the classroom. You may take up a new sporting challenge, learn a musical instrument, 
take up a role in the musical production or even start your own society or committee. 
You may also choose to become a peer mentor, assist with the coaching of a sport or 
help with teaching in the Prep School. Through actively participating and contributing to 
causes you feel passionate about, you will develop your organisational and leadership 
skills and further strengthen the helpful and welcoming environment of the College.

As you embark on your IB learning journey, your tutor and subject teachers will be on 
hand every step of the way to ensure you are happy and thriving. The IB Diploma is a 
world renowned qualification that allows you to flourish not only academically but also 
physically, emotionally and ethically. The breadth and depth of the Diploma programme 
make it distinctly different from any other post-16 qualification and provides a strong 
pathway to career opportunities and leading universities across the globe.

The diverse Sixth Form community creates a supportive environment where you will forge 
lasting friendships from all over the world and make many fond memories. Our former 
students retain an affection for their time in the Sixth Form and many return each year
to discuss their Higher Education and career experiences with current students. 

I very much look forward to meeting you.
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THE
SIXTH FORM
AT SCARBOROUGH COLLEGE

Ms Katie Cooke
Deputy Head (IB) 



NURTURING STUDENTS THE UNIVERSITIES WANT RECOGNISING HUMANITY
AND SHARING GUARDIANSHIP
OF THE PLANET 

THE IB DIPLOMA
PROGRAMME

IB
LEARNERS 

Following its vision as a forward-thinking and progressive school, Scarborough College became an IB World School 
in 2007. The Diploma Programme offers many benefits, among them the option to specialise or choose a breadth 
of subjects. Students can excel in academic subjects, study modern foreign languages as well as the performing 
and visual arts.

The IB Diploma is an internationally accepted qualification for entry into higher education and it is recognised and highly 
regarded by universities worldwide. A list of leavers, giving you an idea of the destinations, is provided in this booklet.

The examination consists of a minimum of six elective subjects and Core requirements. These Core requirements are 
the Extended Essay, Theory of Knowledge (TOK) and Creativity, Action and Service (CAS). The six subjects are divided 
into Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL). Subjects at HL cover more material as well as teaching hours.

IB programmes are committed to 
supporting students who share the 
values of the IB Learner Profile. The IB 
Learner Profile describes a broad range of 
human characteristics and responsibilities 
that imply a pledge to help all members 
of the school community and the world 
around them.

The Learner Profile goes beyond academic success 
and is aimed at educating learners who are inquirers, 
thinkers, communicators and risk takers. The IB 
Learner Profile is further committed to develop 
students who are knowledgeable, principled,
open-minded, caring, balanced and reflective.

The development of the Learner Profile is at the heart 
of all we do at Scarborough College and it comes
to full fruition in the Sixth Form where students are 
given opportunities to become Prefects, Heads of 
House and embrace other senior responsibilities 
within the school.
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“I have been a boarding student for quite a while, but coming to Scarborough 
College was an entirely new experience. I realised that there were different 
opportunities available for me to help out and even initiate projects that I was 
passionate about. It was in this process of planning things that I realised how much 
support is available. The staff were asking how they could help and giving me 
access to the resources I needed for my projects. And so my decision to become a 
prefect was spurred by my hope of paying this forward; supporting new and old 
students and staff as they journey through Scarborough College.”

Dera Olalere,
Head of School 2021 - 2022

The table below shows the potential subjects available at Scarborough College
This acts as a very good guide but may be subject to change due to the choices made by students each year.

SCARBOROUGH COLLEGE
IB BLOCKS 2022-2024
Students must select six subjects
(three at Higher Level and three
at Standard Level) from the
blocks opposite.

Each subject must be selected from 
a different block as lessons in the 
same block will take place at the 
same time.

All subjects may be taken at SL
or HL unless shown otherwise.

*English B and German Literature have been placed in groups according to their respective timetables. German Literature is part of Studies in Language and Literature while English B is part of Language Acquisition

Please be aware that subjects
may be withdrawn if there
is insufficient demand.

BLOCK 1
Studies in Language

and Literature

BLOCK 2
Language
Acquisition

BLOCK 3
Individuals

and Societies

BLOCK 4
Science

BLOCK 5
Mathematics

BLOCK 6
Arts

and Electives

English
Literature

English
Literature and 

Language

French B

Mandarin B

Spanish B

French Ab (SL)

Spanish Ab (SL)

Mandarin Ab (SL)

Economics

Geography

History

Psychology

Design and 
Technology (SL)

Music

Global Politics

Business
Management

Business
Management

Biology

Biology

German Ab (SL)

Chemistry

Physics

Maths Analysis and 
Approaches (HL)

Maths Analysis and 
Approaches (SL)

Maths
Applications and 
Interpretations

(SL)

Sports, Exercise 
and Health Science

Sports, Exercise
and Health Science

English B German Literature

Also available to native German speakers*

Theatre Arts

Visual Arts

*English B and German Literature have been placed in groups according to their respective timetables.  
German Literature is part of Studies in Language and Literature while English B is part of Language Acquisition.



With a large nationality mix and many boarding students, the Sixth 
Form is a vibrant and international community that celebrates diversity 

and friendships. Both day and boarding students are welcome to try out 
enrichment programmes, enjoy guest speakers and relax in the Sixth Form 

café in between academic lessons.

Students from overseas as well as the United Kingdom find their home 
away from home in boarding houses run by caring and involved house 

staff and academic visiting tutors. For the vast majority of full-time 
boarders there are optional weekend activities but Sixth Form students 

may also enjoy further privileges such as going out for a meal during the 
weekend, going into town, going to the cinema or visiting nearby York.

The Sixth Form is a genuine pre-university experience. Students
are required to dress in business attire, reflecting the academic approach 
and application of pre-university students. Students are expected to show

a high level of maturity and autonomy and use the Sixth Form Study
Centre and College library for independent study, project work  

and other self-study. 

Sports, performing arts and extracurricular activities such as Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award are an integral part of life at Scarborough College and 
you are encouraged to take part in a wide array of activities. A number of 
extracurricular events are organised just for the Sixth Form and your tutor 
or the Head of Tier can explain about the opportunities available to you.
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AN
INTERNATIONAL 

SIXTH FORM
DAY STUDENT AND BOARDING LIFE

“For me, the best part about Scarborough College is the community.
When I joined in Year 9 as a day student, I learned that being such a small 
school means that everybody knows everyone else. Taking part in the Sixth 
Form Peer Mentoring scheme, I get to join a Year 8 form group time where 
we talk about current events in school and around the world as well as 
playing games and getting to know each other better. This is very rewarding 
as I have the opportunity to get to know students who are still near the start 
of their secondary school journey.”

Jonty Cawkwell,
Deputy Head of School 2021 - 2022
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SUPPORT AND
ASSESSMENT

Sixth Form Support

Upper Sixth Form students take their final exams in May. Work is 
completed and assessed for each subject, contributing to final scores. 
Each subject is awarded between 1 and 7 points, while the Extended 

Essay, CAS and Theory of Knowledge are awarded up to 3 points 
combined. This gives an overall possible points score of 45.

Students are fully supported in the process of applying for university 
and apprenticeships and receive comprehensive guidance from a team 

of specialists throughout the Sixth Form. These include the Head of 
Tier, the Careers Advisor and the Sixth Form Tutor. External speakers 

and alumni provide additional support and information about career 
opportunities both in the United Kingdom and abroad. Support remains 

in place until students have finalised their place and long after they 
have left the Sixth Form.

PREPARING FOR FURTHER EDUCATION 

“Coming to Scarborough College, I initially had a superficial understanding 
of what the IB was. I only knew that I wanted a programme that would give 
me something more than just a certificate. Little did I know that the IB was 
perfect for me. I was able to gain important life skills such as independent 
learning, organisational skills, time management as well as critical and 
analytical thinking. I also acquired a range of academic skills, giving me
a huge advantage in higher education; including essay writing,
researching and the ability to reflect and receive feedback.”

Shay-Lee Unger,
IB class of 2022
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As a non-selective school, Scarborough 
College is proud to provide students with
a world class and all-round education.
Students leaving Scarborough College do
so with the full support of the Careers Officer, 
the IB Co-ordinator and the Head of Sixth 
Form. With their assistance, our consistently 
high IB results and value added; we are able 
to send the vast majority of our students 
to their first choice university. Among the 
destinations of our leavers, there are 
many Russel Group universities, Oxford,
Cambridge as well as universities worldwide.

IB Graduate University Destinations 2018 - 2021

University Course 

Imperial College Biomedical Science

Minerva University (San Francisco, USA) Liberal Arts

University of Amsterdam (The Netherlands) Economics

University of Durham English Literature

University of Manchester International Business

University of Warwick Modern Languages and Economics

University of Glasgow Maths

University of Liverpool Biological Sciences

University of Oxford Music

King’s College London Dentistry

University College London Architecture

University of Leeds Law

Paris School of Art (France) Fashion Design

University of Cambridge Medicine

University of Leiden (The Netherlands) Political Science

University of St Andrews Maths

University of York International Relations

NAME INFO HL SL POINTS
ACHIEVED UNIVERSITY & EMPLOYMENT

Ivan Joined Scarborough College 
in Year 10 and left in 2020

Maths, 
Economics, 
Business Studies

English Language, 
Physics, Chinese

33 Leicester, Economics and Econometrics

Megan Joined Scarborough College 
in Year 7 and left in July 
2018

English Literature 
and Language, 
Spanish, Art

History, Biology, 
Math Studies

43 Went to Durham University to do a 
degree in Liberal Arts majoring in 
English and minors are History of 
Art and Business

Hattie Joined Scarborough College 
in Year 5 and left in July 
2020

Geography, 
English Literature 
and Language, 
Art

ESS, Maths Studies, 
French Ab Initio

36 Newcastle University, Geography

Chris Joined Scarborough College 
in Year 7 and left in July 
2015

Maths, 
Economics, 
Spanish

Biology, Business, 
English Language 
and Literature

44 University of Warwick, Economics (BSc)
University of Cambridge,
MPhil Economics (MPhil)
Economic Consultant at PwC

RESULTS AND
UNIVERSITY
DESTINATIONS
A NON-SELECTIVE SCHOOL PROVIDING 
A WORLD CLASS EDUCATION

THE IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME IN THEIR WORDS

IBDP ALUMNI PROFILES

Why the IB? 
Ivan: “I could gain more advantages from doing the IB, for example 
in my writing skills. People still don’t know how to cite in university. 
However, having done the IB I already have experience in how to do 

this, giving me an advantage over many other students.” 

How does the IB prepare for academic life? 
Megan: “Very well I would like to think. Time management is super 
important in balancing all the work and coursework at university and I 
learnt many of these skills whilst doing the IB. Many universities have a 
six module structure (mine does) and so the IB six subjects almost creates 

perfect practice for this.”

Is the DP flexible in terms of choosing your course?
Hattie: “I wanted to do Graphic Design originally and changed my 
mind at the last minute. Because I had Geography as a higher level 

subject, it was no problem to switch to apply for a Geography degree.” 

If you had to give advice to someone starting
the IBDP?
Chris: “Your learning style will need to be more active than GCSEs. 
Show that you understand your subject rather than just remembering it.”
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• Worldwide university recognition 

• Six subjects from six groups (three HL and three SL) 

• Core Requirements including TOK and an Extended Essay 

• Full support and guidance 

• Early results and university placement

THE IB
DIPLOMA
IN BRIEF

For more information, visit
www.scarboroughcollege.co.uk/about-us/the-ib

Scarborough College
Filey Road
Scarborough
North Yorkshire
YO11 3BA
United Kingdom

Tel: 01723 360620
Email: registrar@scarboroughcollege.co.uk

W W W. S C A R B O R O U G H C O L L E G E . C O. U K
INDEPENDENT EDUCATION, DAY AND BOARDING, 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS AGED 3-18 YEARS


