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HEAD’S HIGHLIGHT

Dear parents

The final Owl before half term reflects a busy few weeks for
our pupils. Academically our Y11s and Upper Sixth are
working hard for their examinations this summer. Having
completed their mocks, I am proud of their mature attitude
to their work and determination to succeed.

Of course there will be nerves this summer but they will be

thoroughly prepared. They have not sat formal examinations

before but the pupils are determined to do well and they are a

fine example to their peers.

In recent days I read articles about grade inflation last summer.

One of these articles was in the Sunday Times and highlighted

how they have investigated schools across the country where

grades have been highly inflated. Alastair McCall wrote about

the ‘routine of doubling, trebling and even quadrupling of the

proportion of A* grades at A-Level’. Thankfully he

acknowledged most schools have acted with ‘integrity’.

It would be easy to praise International Baccalaureate

Organisation and I am very grateful we are an IB school where

results have remained largely consistent throughout. However, I

do not agree with the accusation that teachers at Independent

Schools tried to take advantage of the pandemic by ‘gaming’ or

manipulating A-level grades . I echo what Dr Simon Hyde,

General Secretary of the HMC, said in his statement. ‘By

suggesting that some schools have ‘gamed’ the system, we

belittle the hard work, patience and endeavour of teachers,

students and parents in all schools, both independent and state.

By questioning the validity of these independently verified

results, we risk further condemning a generation exposed to

mental health issues as a result of the pandemic.’

We should be highlighting the achievements of our pupils and

our teachers, who have faced up to the challenges and

pressures of the pandemic under ever-changing circumstances.

This Owl reflects this with children excelling in all areas of

school life. Congratulations to our pupils for their university

offers, the goals and tries they have scored, the instruments

they have learnt to play, the events they have organised to raise

money for charity, the support they have shown for each other

and for being a generation of children that have overcome

challenges I never had to face as a child.

Guy Emmett
Headmaster
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By Daria Karmazin, Year 12

Valentine’s Day
In the spirit of St Valentine’s Day, some of the Sixth formers, including Daria Karmazin, Bruna Amaral, Sibongile Magudulela,

Barbara Polano, Juane Keulder and James Outhart, decided to develop special week for Scarborough College named Spread the

Love Pre-Valentines Week Activities, adding a little bit of solemnity to the end of this half-term. Most of them happened under the

slogan ‘Spread the Love’ and involved raising money for the ‘York against Cancer’ charity. This is an organization that supports

those affected by cancer and their loved ones by offering a whole range of services, including counselling, benefits advice, respite

breaks, and transport to treatments.

One of the planned activities was called ‘Dress up for Love’, when all students were encouraged to add a particular accessory to

their school uniform. Another special part of the week was the opportunity to buy anonymous roses for a person they like, for it to

then be delivered on Monday February 14. A pair of additional activities were also available this week for the Sixth Formers

including Couples Yoga and Speed dating. The Valentine’s Week will conclude tonight with the enchanting boarders ‘St

Valentine’s Party’, which will take place in the Dining hall 19:30-22:00, bringing out the spirit of love and friendship to all.

Assembly on Monday – WE SEE YOU run

SIXTH FORM ACTIVITIES

UKMT MATHS CHALLENGE
On the 2nd of February students from Year 9, 10 and 11 took part in the UKMT intermediate maths challenge. This

challenge is designed to allow students to practise and demonstrate their problem solving skills and logical reasoning.

Those who have performed well can expect a Bronze, Silver or Gold certificate. Here are some example questions if

you would like to have a try. Good luck!

With Human Rights Day approaching and increasing sexual assault cases being reported in

South Africa, TruLife, a South African NGO, took to social media to start the WE SEE YOU run

where the challenge is to run 100km in 10 days. Sibongile Magudulela delivered a speech about

Gender-Based Violence in South Africa, where she shared her experiences as well as those of

other South African women. Her speech aimed to raise awareness in the school and wider

community and to empower our students to act and start meaningful conversations on the topic.

The run will take place from 21 March to 31 March. The distance can be broken up by team

members and teams can have a maximum number of ten teammates. Those who would prefer

not to run can walk or donate. For more information about the WE SEE YOU run, please go to:

https://trulife.org.za/weseeyou.



GLOBAL POLITICS
Arguably at the heart of any IB education sits an
interesting IB elective subject called Global Politics.
Ask Ms Katie Cooke and she will quickly tell you that
it is her favourite subject. Let’s find out why!

At the risk of sounding boastful, Global Politics studies the

key political questions. How is power exercised in today’s

world? What is the nature of today’s world order? How do

we manage peace and conflict? How is development best

achieved and sustained and how are human rights best

upheld?

Year 11 cartoon

A course in Global Politics is about developing a sense of

international mindedness and an awareness of multiple

perspectives of the world around us. It encourages

students to enter into dialogue and nurture the capacity to

interpret competing and contestable claims

The assessment is a mixture of coursework, essays and videos

created by students as well as case studies (see below) of their

own choice.

If you would like to find out more about Global Politics, please

contact its number one fan: Ms Katie Cooke, Head of History, for

more information.

YEAR 10 HISTORY – FLAPPERS AND GANGSTERS



MATHEMATICS IN THE IB DIPLOMA

As one of the compulsory elements of the IB Diploma
Programme, all students must choose either Maths
Analysis and Approaches or Maths Applications and
Interpretations. But which one is right for you? And
how do I choose between Higher Level (HL) and
Standard Level (SL)?

During the IB Open Evening, Mr Vickery presented the

differences between Maths AA and Maths AI. We spoke

to Mr Vickery to see if he could share the presentation in

The Owl.

The first difference between the two is that at

Scarborough College, Analysis and Approaches can be

studied at both higher and standard level, while

Applications and Interpretations can only be studied at

standard level. Beyond that, what do both courses entail?

Generally regarded as the more ‘pure maths’ or more

difficult of the two, Maths Analysis and Approaches could

be said to be a more classical approach to maths. In his

presentation, Mr Vickery summed it up as follows:

Analysis and Approaches
• This course recognizes the need for analytical

expertise in a world where innovation is increasingly

dependent on a deep understanding of mathematics.

• This course includes topics that are both traditionally

part of a pre-university mathematics course (for

example, functions, trigonometry and calculus) as well

as topics that are amenable to investigation, conjecture

and proof

• The course allows the use of technology, as fluency in

relevant mathematical software and hand-held

technology

• a strong emphasis on the ability to construct,

communicate and justify correct mathematical

arguments.

For students who enjoy mathematics but who do not

necessarily need it for further studies, the Applications and

Interpretations course might be more suitable. Those

students who really only enjoy maths when it can be

applied to the world around them, as well as other

subjects, may also be more suited to AI. In Mr Vickery’s

presentation, the following bullet points were shown:

Application and Interpretations
• This course recognizes the increasing role that

mathematics and technology play in a diverse range of

fields in a data-rich world.

• Emphasizes the meaning of mathematics in context by

focusing on topics that are often used as applications

or in mathematical modelling.

• To give this understanding a firm base, this course also

includes topics that are traditionally part of a pre-

university mathematics course such as calculus and

statistics.

• The course makes extensive use of technology to allow

students to explore and construct mathematical

models.

• It will develop mathematical thinking, often in the

context of a practical problem and using technology to

justify conjectures.

If you are currently in Year 10 or Year 11 (or you have a

son/daughter in this year group) and you would like more

advice on which maths course to choose, please contact

Mr Vickery or your maths teacher. They will be happy to

help you find the correct level and course.



EAL – VISIT BRITAIN

HOUSE MATTERS

Amongst many of the ways of school life hit by the outbreak of COVID-19, the College's proud house system was

massively affected. Just at the point of the 2019-20 inter-house Lip Sync and house Music competitions taking place in

March 2019, we went into lockdown. Since then, a combination of further lockdowns, bubbles and COVID-19

measures have suppressed the calendar of events that would normally be the staple diet of the house competition.

Pupils have still contributed through the award of house points for good academic work and excellence in sport, art,

drama and music. There were some house sport fixtures before Christmas and as we gathered together (for the first

time in many weeks) at the end of term Celebration Assembly the standing order for this academic year was as follows:

Armstrong 1229
Crews 1055
Hornby 969
Cooper 962

As tradition dictates, the pupils and staff of Armstrong House were first into Christmas lunch by dint of their placing at

the top of the points table at the end of the first term.

As from this week, however, we are delighted to be back in full swing. House meetings were held on Thursday, the

plan for the remainder of term outlined and house captains were primed to assist in selecting and preparing their

teams. Before the end of term, we will have the MFL inter-house quiz, the Lip Sync, Junior, Inter and Senior house

music competitions as well as an afternoon of inter-house cross country. New this year will be the inter-house

University Challenge quiz. Junior (one pupil from each of Years 7-10) and Senior (Years 11-13) versions will run in EP

time after half term with the draw for the semi-finals shown below:

With a plethora of inter-house hockey and netball competitions to fit in too, the next seven weeks will be lovely and

busy and the pride and loyalty to the house that each pupil belongs to will become stronger and more important as the

points rack up.

Junior 1st semi-final Hornby v Cooper Tue 1 March – 4.30pm

2nd semi-final Armstrong v Crews Thu 3 March – 4.30pm

Final Tue 15 March – 4.30pm

Senior 1st semi-final Crews v Cooper Tue 8 March – 4.30pm

2nd semi-final Armstrong v Hornby Thu 10 March – 4.30pm

Final Thu 17 March 4.30pm



YEAR TWO SHOW AND TELL

Ms Cross Year 2 Show and Tell was a little bit special this week. From an ancient mammoth tooth to a new
train track, there was a lot to show. And a lot to tell.

The lesson started with all of Year 2 watching a video of Nathan with his new toy train track at home, followed by Chloe

B.’s amazing – and very real – mammoth’s tooth. This tooth is over 50,000 years old and the children came up with a lot

of questions about it.

Jaxon then showed his super magnetic model of his street while Leo talked about his colourful Mario card game that he

had made. Erin brought a willow plate to look at and told us about her grandma and William showed his new football

boots.

Toby brought his new tortoise soft toy and William showed a light up musical snow globe. All the pupils enjoyed looking

at the jaguar that Jonathan has sponsored for a year through the WWF and they talked about endangered animals.

Chloe H. finished off the Show and Tell with a lovely tap and ballet performance in the hall which was great to see and

she gave a talk about her shoes and dance lessons.



Monday 14 February

1.00 p.m. U9 Girls’ netball v Hymers (H)

1.00 p.m. U9 Boys’ hockey v Hymers (H)

4.30 p.m – 6.00 p.m. Year 3 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 15 February

1.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m. U15 Girls’ Netball District Tournament at Ryedale

4.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. Year 4 Parents’ Evening

6.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. Owls Netball v Cockpit Comets (Scalby)

Wednesday 16 February

2.00 p.m. U16 Girls’ Hockey v Necastle RGS U18 (A)

2.30 p.m. 1st and 2nd VII Girls’ Netball v Pocklington (H)

2.30 p.m. Senior Football v Newcastle RGS 2nd (A)

3.00 p.m. 1st XI Boys’ Hockey v Newcastle RGS (A)

4.30 p.m. – 6.00pm Year 5 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 17 February

12.15 p.m. U13 Girls’ Netball v St Peter’s (A)

4.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. Year 7 and Year 9 Rugby Tournament @SRUFC

4.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. Year 6 Parents’ Evening

6.30 p.m. – 9.30 p.m. Owls Netball Handicap Tournament Finals Night (TBC)

Friday 18 February

1.00 p.m. U10/U11 Boys’ Hockey and Girls’ Netball v Hymers (A)

2.00 p.m. – 5.00 p.m. Friday’s for You Open Afternoon (Fully Booked)

4.15 p.m. Start of Half Term

Sunday 27 February

Year 11 Silver DofE Training Day

For up-to-date information, please go to the school calendar: https://scarboroughcollege.co.uk/parents/calendar/

FORTHCOMING EVENTS


