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With Mr Emmett having many interviews following the

announcement by the Prime Minister earlier this week, it

was decided to highlight some of the responses the

Headmaster made to the media this week.

“We all want our children to be back in school and we are

naturally saddened by the announcement. We feel ready

to be open to all pupils but the frustration we also feel is

not just the announcement itself but the situation we are

all in.

“Schools are about people and until all our children and

staff are back it is too quiet. Our pupils love attending

school and we thrive on each day being full of different

challenges. On a normal day for a pupil it is full of

learning, exploring, field trips, sports fixtures and

performances on stage. Of course some of these things

are not possible but it is incredible to see schools, families

and above all the children adapt. They continue to

highlight why they are not the ‘lost or snowflake’

generation as some are suggesting. They are resourceful,

independent and are showing a genuine love of learning.

“'Impact' is hard to measure currently and much of this will

be dictated by what we choose to place emphasis on. For

us, we follow a normal timetable and staff are working

incredibly hard to ensure pupils continue to receive a

quality education. Each day I see work from our children

that makes us extremely proud. We are also an IB School

in the Sixth Form and all pupils will be prepared for their

exams or any kind of assessment that is chosen, including

GCSEs/IGCSEs. Many courses have already been

completed, revision with their teachers has begun and

throughout lockdown they have received excellent

teaching.

“One final thing, I keep hearing about our young people

being a 'lost generation'. Families, schools and the

children themselves will make sure they are not. I am in

school every day and see children in person or online who

make us all proud.”
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Rectification: The poem The Cheetah in Edition 1

of the Owl on 15 January 2021 was not credited

to the correct author. Gabriel in Year 6, we

apologise for this overight and we are convinced

that your grandparents loved the poem as much

as we did!

UICC World Cancer Day – 4 February

Marking World Cancer Day on 4 February 2021, the

Union for International Cancer Control gives voice

and says thank you to the nurses, doctors,

researchers, volunteers and other caregivers in

oncology from around the world.

The World Cancer Day theme ‘I Am and I Will’

encapsulates their extraordinary spirit and the strength of

the cancer community. Their stories are showcases on

the occasion of World Cancer Day, in testimonies and

articles that can be found on this dedicated Website:

https://www.worldcancerday.org/cancer-care-and-covid

Here at Scarborough College, Dera (Year 12) decided to

set up a Virgin Money Donation page and asks for all

pupils and staff to wear pink on the day. She also

decided to write a poem for The Owl.

‘I didn’t mean to write a poem,’ she says. ‘I was

attempting to encompass the gravity of cancer in an

essay and found myself unable to do so. It felt too

structured, too cold , too simple.’

Dera told us she had no personal relationship to cancer,

‘In the normal sense of personal, but I realised a while

ago that cancer was something I wanted to fight.’

She hopes that the poem will encourage people to donate

some of their time and their money to supporting those

who are fighting cancer. ‘I hope it gives us a relationship

to cancer than surpasses pity and is transformed into

compassion and mutual responsibility.’

You can find Dera’s poem on page 7.

https://www.worldcancerday.org/cancer-care-and-covid
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=ScarboroughCollege&pageUrl=1


COMING SOON!



Meet Mr Dan Robson

In this edition of The Owl, we highlight a PGCE

student and assistant housemaster with a degree in

Petroleum Geology. If you have to look this up, don’t

worry - so did we! But we did look it up and we are

now completely up-to-date on hydrocarbons, where

they come from and how you find them… Presenting

Mr Dan Robson.

Mr Robson actually started working in a school environment

as soon as he left the school environment; taking up a work

placement at his former school Ackworth. Following that, he

left for Australia where he played semi-professional cricket

for one year.

Upon his return to Great Britain he started reading Petroleum

Geology at Royal Holloway. As hinted earlier, petroleum

geology is the study of origin, occurrence, movement,

accumulation and exploration of hydrocarbon fuels. It is the

study of a dynamic earth and graduates go on to have

careers in the hydrocarbon mineral extraction industries and

environmental professions. But not so Mr Robson.

Graduating with a First Class Honours degree, as well as top

of his cohort, Mr Robson thought back to his work placement

and the type of work that made him really happy. Instead of

a job on oil rigs or one of constant travel, Mr Robson chose

to do a PGCE instead. Not much later on, he noticed an

advertisement for an Assistant Housemaster at Scarborough

College and the rest, as they say, is history.

When Mr Robson talks about his subject, it is clear to see his

passion for science, geology and geography. He spreads his

love on the children he teachers and they, in turn, love both

Science and Mr Robson. It is difficult to say which one

comes first. When asked about what it is about teaching

juniors, Mr Robson answers that the kids’ imagination makes

his lessons so much fun. ‘Juniors make me think differently

every day,’ he says. ‘Their imagination astonishes me.’

Teaching isn’t without its challenges however. Mr Robson

admits that he’s never taught a normal term and it’s true.

‘The hardest challenge,’ he says. ‘Is adapting. It’s trying

to teach a normal lesson within the current environment.

Ever since I started teaching, there’s been the pandemic

but it’s difficult to adapt. I think the children have adapted

far better than us.’

A look at Mr Robson’s lessons tells us that while he might

be right, he is also being modest. Only the other day, he

taught a group of Year 3 pupils during a virtual field trip to

the Jurassic coast. To get the children in the mood he

even asked them to dress up warm. ‘From doing that,’ he

comments. ‘I know I can basically do field trips in two

ways. We can take the children on one, once we’re able to

do so again. Equally though, we can continue to do virtual

field trips as well. This morning I took them to Iceland to

see the Northern Lights! Having useful explorations like

these means they lead their own learning.’

Over at Crews House, Mr Robson has joined up with Mr

Rinke to form quite a formidable team. He talks as

passionately about his boarding role as he does his

teaching role. Loving the busy lifestyle, he’s either out

playing football or inside baking or playing pool. ‘I love the

sense of community. It’s tough because we’d love to make

use of all the things North Yorkshire has to offer. It’s so

important to come together as a community right now. We

are stronger together and we can look after each other.



We are delighted to announce the wonderful initiative of our Head of School, Rachel Wilkinson, and a number

of other Sixth Form students to set up a Study Club for pupils in Year 7 and 8. A fantastic and generous offer,

please read Rachel’s outline below and get in touch if you would like to find out more.

“Hello, I'm Rachel, the current Head of School. I'm hoping to create a weekly online study club. One for Y7 and Y8

(during Thursday’s EP), and one for Y9 and Y10 (during Tuesday EP), in which a group of Sixth formers can share

their knowledge and skills regarding studying and revision to help the younger students during this difficult time and

prepare them for the future. We sent students a google form earlier this week in order for us to collect information on

which areas we should focus on during these weekly sessions, for example: organisation, time management, how to

revise effectively. We have already received a number of responses, and so plan to initiate both clubs next week (2

and 4 February). A google classroom has been set up, and all students have been invited to join.

Next Wednesday EP (3rd February) I am also initiating a weekly drama club for Y7-Y9, which I hope will be a time for

students to relax, have fun and spend time together, away from online school. This week, tutors will share the details

for this, including the code for the drama club google classroom which students will need to join if they wish to attend

the club.

Neither of these clubs are obligatory and both are student-led. I hope that they can motivate the students to prioritise

their learning and wellbeing through lockdown.

If you (parents or students) have any questions, feel free to email me at rachel.wilkinson@scarboroughcollege.co.uk.

I hope to see you there!

Year 7 & 8 and 9 & 10 Study Club



Researching and Writing an IB Extended Essay in Biology

Mr Fraser, Head of Biology and Science

The Extended Essay is a compulsory component of

the IB Diploma. Students are tasked with writing four

thousand words on a topic of their choice relating to

one of the subjects they are studying for their

Diploma. Every student is allocated a supervisor who

will guide them through the process. It is not an

exaggeration when I say that supervising students

completing their Extended Essay in my subject has

been the most rewarding part of my teaching role at

the College.

I have had the privilege of supervising more than thirty

students since the IB was introduced at the College more

than ten years ago. When I cast my mind back, some topics

and essays immediately spring to mind. For instance, the

research undertaken by a student to investigate the response

made by the tiny C. elegans worm to being tapped on the

head. After we had acquired the worms from the University of

Chicago, the student designed an ingenious device to tap the

head of the worms using her own eyelash. I am sure the

experience of conducting research for her Extended Essay in

the College laboratory was an instrumental reason for her

choosing to read for an immunology degree at the University

of Glasgow before doing a PhD at Melbourne University.

The essays themselves are awarded a grade from A to E.

Together with the grade for the Theory of Knowledge

course, up to three additional IB Diploma points can be

included in their overall IB Diploma score. However, the

emphasis throughout the process is not solely on the

outcome. Many former students have been in touch over

the years to tell me how much their Extended Essay

experience helped them when completing assignments and

dissertations at university. They always comment on the

head start they had over their peers who had studied for ‘A’

Levels who had no experience of academic writing at

school.

Returning to my current students, they have discovered

that the frequency of hair washing does NOT have an effect

on its strength, House sparrows visit garden feeders more

in the morning and early evening than at other times of day,

and are much more likely to be male than female, and the

growth of bacteria was inhibited more when an antibiotic

was used together with either clove oil or clary sage

extracts than when it was used on its own.

More recently, a student

now studying medicine at

university, designed an

investigation to genetically

modify bacteria cultured in

the lab with a gene

originally obtained from

jellyfish. The gene taken

up by the transgenic

bacteria caused them to

fluoresce when exposed to

ultraviolet light. The gene

was prepared in a number

of different ways to see if

this had an effect on its

uptake by the bacteria.

Our current Upper Sixth students have recently

submitted their Extended Essays. A variety of topics

were chosen for investigation by biologists this time

around, including the effect of hair washing on the

strength of hair and the frequency of visits to a bird

feeder by House sparrows during the day. Another

essay, written by Ksenia Ivanova, focussed on the

potential for the effect of an antibiotic to be enhanced

when used in conjunction with a variety of different plant

extracts. I asked Ksenia what advice she would give a

student choosing a topic for their essay. She replied

that ‘Whichever topic you decide to explore, the key is

to choose something that you really like and care about,

so that your work would never be boring’.

Genetically modified bacteria 

with Glo gene from jelly fish

C elegans worm

Antibiotic effect on bacteria



Year 3 Virtual Geography Field Trip Hits the Spot 

Mrs Emmett took her Year 3 class al the way to the

North York Moors without ever leaving the door.

Assisted by the North Yorkshire Moors Education

Centre, Mrs Emmett invited the pupils to learn about

the movement of the River Esk.

Year 3 had a fantastic virtual field trip in Geography, which

was delivered by the North York Moors Education Centre.

They were looking at the River Esk and how it changes

from the source to the mouth of the river, where it meets the

North Sea at Whitby. On the journey, they saw how the

river begins flowing over open moorlands, and how it

becomes channelised and starts to carve the valley to

become wider, deeper and how it gains velocity as more

tributaries join the main river channel.

They also discovered why stones are big and jagged at the source of the river, and become smoother and smaller as you get near

the mouth; due to a type of erosion called attrition. We finished the morning with a great Q&A session, and the pupils were really

engaged and grateful to the field centre for the virtual field trip. Here are some of the thoughts from our pupils:

Toby “I enjoyed learning about how the river begins above Dalby and the journey it makes, and how the river moves. I learnt a new

word, ‘meander’.“

Emily “We learned about the different parts of a river and looked at beautiful pictures with examples.”

Avi “Attrition is when 2 rocks rub each other and get smooth and small.”

The Anthea Bell Prize for
Young Translators

Andreea Bucescu in year 13 has been

entered for the Anthea Bell Prize for young

translators in German, run by Queen’s

College in Oxford. She has started her entry

with the translation of the poem “deutschland

im herbst” by May Ayim, a moving and

powerful poem about racism. So far we have

discussed how the meaning in poetry

derives from both content and form and

enjoyed reading and performing the poem.

The competition will run in school in March,

when translation skills will be judged and

submitted to the regional heats. Regional

winners' entries will go forward to the

national judging. In addition, each regional

judge (a professional

translator) will visit

at least one school to

give out certificates

and to give a talk about

life as a professional

linguist and the pleasure

of translation.

Horrible Histories - Livvy and Evie, Year 8

Horrible histories said that

Elizabeth was unmarried

all her life, even though

she wore white makeup all

over her face to show that

she was married to

England. She had rotting

teeth from using sugar

paste as toothpaste and

she also had disgusting

pox pustules all over her

face.

She was obsessed with new gadgets, especially the first wristwatch.

Elizabeth also once went on a date with Philip of Spain. She also

once spent time at a peasants house because the royal bathrooms

began to smell disgusting.

Queen Elizabeth is a queen who has red hair, smallpox scars all over

her face that are covered with white makeup to show that she wanted

to be married to England. Her teeth looked lovely after being brushed

with sugar. She wears a grand dress that has gold tassels and a gold

lined collar. She has her hair all tied back in plaits and she has

expensive jewellery on her wrists and neck. She looked like she was

going on a date with Philip of Spain. I don’t think that they are getting

married because she apparently is already married to England!



Boarders’ Burns Night Celebration



Cancer.

What emotions did that bring to mind?

On what pictures did your eyes alight?

Did it make you think of a sobbing girl at her 

mother’s bedside?

Or a poor boy whose head now reflects the 

light?

Two syllables that sound like water and tears

Or six letters that feel too heavy to bear?

Research that has taken years and years

Or the ‘best’ option that results in loss of hair?

Cancer is such a barbaric fellow

Sneaky and conniving, wide and yet narrow

It doesn't ask before making an appearance

And does not leave even when you have 

perseverance

It grows and grows even when it should die

And doesn’t relent because the end is nigh

Stealing what it needs without regard for the host

Shocking every doctor with the way it’ll oppose

I can’t pretend to know your story or relation

To this evil stranger who endures with such 

determination

But this year, on the 4th of February

Your loss is my loss and our pain will marry

Not all of us know what part we can play

But the fact that you’re reading is one of the best 

ways

Spread awareness and give if you can

For education is the single, most important plan

While scientists are working and doctors explore

There’s something we all have and can give 

from our cores

For if we cannot cure it, and I’m not saying we 

can’t

The least we can do is despise it and lend a 

helping hand

The 4th of February is World Cancer Day

Don’t say you were not told

For we don’t need more posts on cancer, what 

we do need is love.


