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Dear parents

The Owl is full of stories reflecting the hard work of our

pupils, teachers and of course yourselves during this half

term. Much has been achieved and the amount of

Headmaster’s Commendations I have sent shows there

was much to celebrate. Our pupils have excelled and

shown great tenacity.

At the start of the Academic Year, we adapted our timetables

and I feel the structure of the day, increased lesson time and

the work produced by our pupils illustrate how we continue to

thrive. Other independent schools have followed our lead,

adapting their timetable and looking to increase lesson time. It

is clear that the government is putting more pressure on

schools to do so and to increase time spent on extracurricular

activities. While this is met by resistance from other Heads, I

applaud this initiative. They should see Scarborough College

next term at 5 p.m. and see a school full of children.

I want to thank the many volunteers helping our boarding

pupils over the coming half term break. I am once again

strengthened in my belief that we did the right thing by keeping

our boarding houses open and continuing our Home Away

from Home. Many boarding schools decided otherwise but

having seen and having participated in some of this half term’s

activities, our pupils here have been full of smiles and it has

meant they could focus on their studies.

IB exams are still set to take place this year and our students

are well placed to succeed. Today I zoomed some of the

pupils who have all finished their Internal Assessments and are

already embarking on their revision in many subjects. So too

our Year 11 pupils. I admire their resilience, their effort and

their positivity. I look forward to our online Parents’ Evenings

where we can highlight their diligence and achievements.

On a final note, as we come to the close of this half term, I

realise how many times I must have said these words; I want

to express my gratitude to the community. You have been

asked to make the impossible possible. Enjoy the half term

break, be safe and I look forward to a half term in which we

can say welcome again to all our pupils.

Guy Emmett

Headmaster
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Boarders’ Bake Off



LOCKDOWN ART

https://youtu.be/IxxtWCA0Cg0

Emma Guthrie in Year 9 has

been very busy with her art

during lockdown.

An enthusiastic artist, and

one who likes to draw; Emma

has used the lockdown period

to develop her own style of

illustration. Based on some

of the drawings of Sibylline

Meynet, Emma uses gouache

paint, coloured pencils and

marker pens to achieve the

effects that you see in her art.

There’s a gleeful simplicity to

both the subject matter and

the handling of materials.

Emma now intends to use

this charming collection of

illustrations to boost her Duke

of Edinburgh’s skills based

credentials!

https://youtu.be/IxxtWCA0Cg0


Design Technology Online

Ms Emma Speake, Head of DT

Teaching a largely practical subject through a

computer screen was not something I ever thought I

would have to do, but every cloud… as they say.

It has given me the opportunity to teach areas of the

curriculum at KS2 and KS3 level that I wouldn’t usually

approach until GCSE, putting my students in a stronger

position to further their studies in the subject. We have spent

time developing and improving our graphic design skills, both

by hand and using Computer Aided Design (CAD), skills that

will enable students to access the higher mark bands in both

GCSE and IB coursework. In Year 8 we have even been

studying factors that affect design, such as Ergonomics and

Anthropometrics. I have genuinely never been so proud of

my students and the work they are producing.

I would also like to announce the addition of Lee Golder to

the department. Lee is an experienced technician who is

currently working hard to get the department ready for the

students return. We can’t wait to welcome you back!

Design Technology- A typical online project

Year 8 - Ergonomic redesign.

Lesson 1 - An introductory live lesson, looking at the

definition of ergonomics. Students then sent off to choose a

product and analysed where ergonomics had been

considered in its design, submitting an annotated picture or

commentated video of their work.

Lesson 2 - A recap live lesson, considering the ergonomics of

the drill independently and then as a class.

Lesson 3 - A task set to work independently to redesign a

simple toothbrush using google sketchup.

Lesson 4 - Complete the design of the toothbrush and join

online to share our designs.

What the pupils say

“I have really enjoyed lockdown DT, even though we were not

able to do practicals (in the workshop as usual). I loved all of

the work that we did on sketchup and I feel as if I have really

improved throughout the year. When we went into the first

lockdown in March last year, I thought that DT would be

boring and annoying, but when I actually had a DT lesson I

loved every minute of it. It is not just the subject that I have

loved, I think that Miss Speake is a great teacher and she

really inspires me in every lesson.”

“During lockdown, we have been thinking more about comfort

for people and their products, we have done more drawing

and lots of analysis. First we looked into products that helped

people with Cerebral Palsy, we researched how simple

everyday tasks could be a challenge and started looking at

solutions for these difficulties. We determined that simplicity

was the best way to go, after spending a few lessons away

from the screen designing houses and products online, we

started discussing ergonomics. Ergonomics is the

relationship between a person and their product for

comfortable use, soon after we moved on to ergonomic

analysis and finally ergonomic redesign. Throughout this

lockdown I have enjoyed the google meets where we present

our work to our classmates and give feedback to one

another. Finally I have enjoyed using Google Sketchup to

redesign products making them more ergonomic.”

What does Ms Speake do in her lockdown down time?

During my free time, I like to keep active. When life returns

to some form of normality I would like to attempt to run the

Yorkshire Three Peaks, so I have been trying to build up

my running distance recently. The other thing I enjoy doing

is making things. I am sure this will be no surprise! I am

particularly enjoying making cakes. Here is a picture of my

most recent nutella cake. Thankfully the running is

balancing out my cake consumption!



The pupils in Year 7 were asked to create their own

pictures, using sentences from sentence builders that

they had been studying since the start of this term.

The pupils took to the task with great eagerness and creativity

and Mrs Marshall was amazed at some of the finished

pictures. The Eiffel Tower picture was created by Star. Well

done everyone!

French Picture Writing Task And the Winner is…

The children in the

College Prep School

competed in the Prep

School Talent Show this

week.

The judges had the

unenviable task of picking

the winner from a very

talented group of children.

They managed to pick

their top three and their

entries can be found on

Facebook.

1. Avi – Piano

2. Hugo – Climbing

3. Nancy – Piano

The Great Hall at Hogwarts by Zofia

For her English lesson, Zofia wrote this description of

the Great Hall at Hogwarts. Zofia, who is in Year 6,

wrote such a stunning description that Ms Cox

decided it should go in The Owl. Needless to say, it

also picked up a Head’s Commendation along the

way.

As Harry entered the Great Hall he could see the ceiling,

which was like a portal into space, it shone as bright as

the moon. He could smell the delicious, sweet and sour

smells of the food on the large, long tables. The candles

above made the Great Hall feel like you’re inside of an

oven, the oak tables and the warm colours that danced

around the room and contrasted so well that it created an

idyllic setting.

The room was so filled with people that it was a beehive.

All the students looked different but they all wore the

same black robes, only their tie colours made their

uniform look different. At the end of the big, crowded

room there is a window so big that you fit an elephant

through the window. The tables were adorned with

crystal clear, white plates that would later carry a full

meal, that could even feed a hungry giant. Harry could

see the scruffy, battered sorting hat on a small table,

which was very far away from him, it stood out to him

because of how it looked.



Boarders’ Chinese New Year



Meet Dr Anne Kehrli
For this edition of The Owl, we interviewed Dr Anne Kehrli,

Teacher of Chemistry and Physics at the College.

Dr Kehrli, thank you for taking the time to do this interview.

First things first, are you a Teacher of Chemistry or of

Physics.

I am a Teacher of Chemistry. I can teach physics but chemistry

is more logical and I like logic. To me, physics is sometimes

counterintuitive. When you’re climbing a wall, my intuition tells

me that the forces go up when in fact, they go down. Chemistry

is like a neat puzzle whereas physics can send my head

spinning, as much as I am fascinated by it.

You weren’t born in England but you have a connection to

Scarborough.

I was born in Nigeria, in Ibadan, where my father taught science

at university. Actually, a few years ago, one of the girls who

boarded here was born in exactly the same hospital as I was. I

lived in Nigeria during my primary school years and we moved

to Scarborough after. I attended the Scarborough High School

for Girls, which is now the Sixth Form College. My link to

Scarborough is via my paternal grandmother. If anyone knows

the mill on Victoria Road; that’s where my great, great

grandfather was the miller.

You were educated in England then?

We moved to South Africa after one year in Scarborough. I

went to the University of Durban, which no longer exists. It was

a strange time to live in South Africa actually, because of

Apartheid. I was initially thinking of studying medicine but I did

not like biology at all – sorry Mr Fraser – so I moved to

chemistry. I really enjoy biology now though.

And then you became a teacher?

The plan was to teach at university. I took a gap year that

became a gap three years. When I returned, I realised I’d been

out of university too long. I worked as a technical translator for

a while, when my husband and I lived in Switzerland.

Let’s talk chemistry – what is the best element out there?

Well oxygen and carbon are very important elements in that

without them, we couldn’t live. But they’re not very exciting.

From an excitement point of view, I’d have to go with mercury.

It’s s liquid metal, which is always fun. It’s poisonous and it’s

very, very dense. The density is thirteen times that of water. So

if you filled a bottle of water and you lifted it up, it would feel like

lifting thirteen bottles of water.

Those are the kinds of facts we love to hear from a

scientist.

How about this then: if you squeeze the space out of the bodies

of all the people on earth, what would be left would fit into a

match box.

(mind blown temporarily)

Who is, or was, your favourite scientist?

It would have to be Marie Curie. She was a pioneer and paved

the way for women in science at a time when this was not

acceptable at all. In the end, she gave her life to science.

Mendeleev gets an honourable mention. He spotted things that

no one else could and this is really what science is all about. It’s

raising the questions about the things that haven’t been found.

If we tell you a couple of really bad chemistry jokes, could

you explain to us why they are funny?

I can try.

Oxygen and potassium went on a date last night. It went

OK.

Actually, that should be KO. Potassium, which is K, is a metal

and metals always come first.

Two chemistry teachers walk into a bar. One orders an

H2O and the other orders an H2O too. The other dies.

This is why we always tell our pupils that the little numbers

matter. H2O is water, as we all know. H2O2 is hydrogen

peroxide and is very nasty stuff.

To an optimist, the glass is half full. To a pessimist, the

glas is half empty. To a chemist, the glass is half liquid,

half gas.

We’re learning about states of matter in Year 7. The glass

cannot be absolutely empty. Half of it is filled with liquid, which

is one state and the other half has to be filled with air, which is a

gas.

Library or museum?

Library. I love books

Summer or winter?

This is really difficult because I lived in Switzerland and

everything can be so beautiful in winter. I’d still choose

summer.

Circles or squares?

Easy. Circles. Because of atoms.

Pizza or pasta?

How hungry am I? I shouldn’t eat too much pizza, so I am going

to choose pasta.



School Dinners Around The World

I have personally been to a school in all of these amazing countries. Without doubt the best school dinner was in Korea,

I love all Asian food but this was one of the nicest meals I have ever tasted as it was my first day in Korea! You need to

try this Korean school dinner or just have it on a normal day after school. You will not be disappointed. I got served: a

salad with fresh broccoli and peppers, delicious fried rice with soft tofu, flavourful fermented cabbage and the tastiest

soup I have ever tried. This school lunch definitely didn’t fail to my expectations as when I was served this delicious

cuisine it looked mouth-watering and smelt like heaven on earth.

It is clear that Brazil is the runner up to Korea with: soft rice with spicy black beans, tasty baked plantain (cooked to

perfection), chewy pork with peppers and coriander sprinkled delicately on top, fresh green salad, and a warm seeded

roll. This meal is one of the best meals and if you are even a picky eater I think even you would smile with glee.

Italy has to be next with: local fish on a bed of arugula, flavoured tomato pasta sprinkled with basil, natural caprese

salad, a warm baguette, and some cool grapes for pudding. As it is always hot in Italy, the meals they served were

always refreshing and cooked to perfection. I am definitely going back to Italy sometime soon!

To tell the truth I was actually quite disappointed with France’s school lunches because I felt like it just wasn’t nearly as

good as most of the other schools’ lunches. Usually, in France you would get a warm, fresh loaf of bread with smooth,

silky cheese. But this school lunch most undoubtedly did not live up to my high expectations. First I got served: hard brie

cheese, wet green beans, soggy carrots, bland steak (which was cold), yellow apple and even some rock-solid bread; I

am not sure if this is a normal school lunch or if it was just that school’s ghastly cooking. But one thing is for sure, next

time I will be bringing a packed lunch, and you readers know how much I love hot dinners! Not impressed.

I have not talked much about Greece’s and Spain’s school lunches, because personally I think they are very average

and just were not really making me want to go there again. Don’t get me wrong they were delicious! But I just didn’t love

them as much as the others. In Greece I had: tasty baked chicken over orzo, yummy stuffed grape leaves, a cold salad

with cucumbers and tomatoes, refreshing yogurt with pomegranate seeds and clementines. This was delicious. In Spain

I ate: a warm seeded roll, fresh shrimp with mouth watering brown rice, tri-coloured peppers and an unprocessed

orange. I would recommend the meals even though they are pretty average.

Thank you all so much for my lovely school lunches, Flora.

Flora Thornton-Saunby, Year 7

Hello readers, today I will be talking

about where the best school dinners are

around the world, and where you would

dine better than some restaurants!

Despite the fact that many of these

countries make you pay for your school

lunches, or do not even have

somewhere for you to sit and enjoy your

meal, they are probably much better

than some countries' everyday food!



School Dinners Around The World
Hannah Kinsella, Year 7

I am Hannah Kinsella, a journalist and transfer student. I’m writing to you about world wide school

dinners. Which country has the best? Which country has the healthiest? Read on to find out more...


