




Little Owls has seen a wonderful upsurge 
in popularity recently with more children 
attending the Pre-school than ever.

This term the children have been learning all about “People 
Who Help Us” which included a visit from the Fire Brigade and 
climbing aboard a real fire engine and a trip to Scarborough 
Hospital where the pupils found out what happens when 
children go into hospital, with some practical demonstrations 
like having their height and weight checked and, of course, 
seeing what toys were in the playroom!

The outdoor play house has been turned into a Police Station 
and the Cosy Coupe cars have been ‘redecorated’ with blue 
upturned beakers on top to create emergency vehicles!

Dancing lessons take place on Fridays and this year the 
children gave a wonderful show to parents visiting at 
Open Day.

Our WOW! Wall continues to celebrate all that is wonderful in 
the developmental stages of our Little Owls, so that we can all 
share in their achievements.

Little Owls 
Pre-School



Hatch trick
Little Owls had our very own Chick Cam 
experience in March, with a web cam recording 
the live hatching of baby chicks this Spring 
which was a welcome distraction from the poor 
weather we experienced in the first term of 2013.  
This was broadcast online via our school website 
so that the children could watch the action live 
no matter what the time of day.  The children 
not only learnt about nature first hand, but were 
very caring in handling the baby chicks and each 
child received a certificate to take home with a 
photograph of them holding the baby chicks.

Kathy Seabrook, in partnership with Bramcote 
Junior School, has been out in the community since 
the end of 2012, bringing her highly enjoyable music 
sessions to children throughout North Yorkshire. 

Music Fun

Bramcote Junior School has sponsored Kathy to provide free music 
sessions for children under the age of five in the area to promote literacy 
through music and story time.  These have taken place at various libraries 
across the region including Filey, Whitby, Helmsley, Pickering, Norton, 
Malton and Kirbymoorside.  

The sessions are tremendous fun with singing, toys, nursery rhymes 
and movement.  Kathy plays her instruments, including saxophone, 
flute and piccolo, and the children learn to accompany with a variety of 
noisy instruments like the tambourine, maracas, drums and chimes.  All 
sessions have been very well attended with a staggering forty children at 
Whitby library on Friday 26th April!

Kathy has also been a regular feature at Parents & Tots group at 
Bramcote Junior School every Tuesday morning, which also features 
playtime and snacks, for parents with children aged under 5.  Although 
Kathy will be busy throughout the summer season with her commitments 
to the Scarborough Orchestra, it is planned that she will be back with us 
at Parents & Tots as well as appearing throughout the community again in 
the Autumn term.

Kathy delivers a music session at a local library

Jackie Hunter with a week old chick



Bramcote Junior School
It is hard to believe that the first year of Bramcote Junior 
School is almost complete – and what a year, for pupils, staff 
and parents alike.  The very first term of our new school was 
hardly under way when the whole school was inspected.  The 
report paid tribute to the work that we had already done and 
endorsed our plans for the future as well as giving us some 
clear guidelines to further advance our school.

The high standards set in our first year will be the foundation 
for all our future development.  It is an exciting time to be a 
part of the school; your children are central to all we do so 
encourage them all to grasp every opportunity placed before 
them!

Bramcote swimming pool has been refurbished and is regularly 
used as part of the curriculum, in games and after school 
clubs.  It is a valuable asset and every child is learning to swim 
or enhancing their abilities, skills and speed.

Our trips have been varied and regular: Leeds Rhinos training 
at Scarborough Rugby Club, Ryedale Folk Museum (Year 1), 
Sewerby Park (Rec), Scarborough Nurseries (Rec and Year 
1), Hull University (Year 4), North York Moors Railway (Year 
2), Eden Camp (Years 3 and 6), Horrible Histories – the Vile 
Victorians (Years 3, 4, 5 and 6), Sledmere House (Years 3,4, 5 
and 6), Scafell Pike (Year 6) and Camping at Sledmere (Years 5 
and 6).

Our Saturday Specials have gone from strength to strength and 
have included: indoor sports, golf, aqua-size, dance, periscope 
construction, cooking, craft, modern foreign languages, 
pottery, murder mystery, gliders, archery and camp fire cooking 
at Cayton Bay.

As the term draws to a close, the preparation for the BJS 
production ‘Ship of Dreams’ is in full swing.  The children have 
studied the Titanic, its concept, building and its disastrous 
maiden voyage.  It was truly a ship of dreams and the 
production was a brave choice; emotional and testing, but the 
children rose to the challenge.

Year 6 will end the term with a trip to Wasdale Head to camp 
for two nights and climb England’s highest peak, Scafell Pike.  
I feel it is a fitting way to end their time at Bramcote Junior 
School.  Academically, physically and developmentally they 
have climbed a mountain and therefore, prior to their transition 
to Scarborough College they are able to face the challenge of 
climbing the genuine article!

Year 5 and 6 will once again have the opportunity to camp 
at The Grange, Sledmere, which includes three nights under 
canvas, cooking over an open fire and entertaining the parents 
who are invited for a meal cooked by the children.

The report of the big event of the year, the Annual Speech Day, 
will be included in the next edition of Horizons but don’t forget 
to see the website in the meantime.  The guest speaker is Dr 
Christopher Ray, Chairman of HMC and the High Master of 
Manchester Grammar School.

We have been pleased this term to welcome back Mrs Jan 
Ainley who has taken over Reception in Mrs Emmerson’s 
absence.  I am also pleased to report the birth of Mrs 
Emmerson’s baby, Charles James; they are both doing well.

Little Owls, under the expert guidance of Mrs Hunter and all 
her staff, is proving incredibly successful.  In fact, we have 
had to extend our premises and increase the number of 
teaching staff.  A mark of the success is the expansion of our 
pre-school provision and the refurbishment of purpose built 
accommodation on the Bramcote site for our youngest Little 
Owls children.  This will give us the extra space we need and 
the children will also benefit from having a wonderful extensive 
play area and grounds in which to explore, develop and grow.  
The teaching staff are looking forward to the move and we 
look forward too, to the return of Mrs Agars following maternity 
leave.

Dan Davey



A Flying Visit
By Jane Eves, Year 1 Teacher

In February 2013, Millie and Bundi, 
two Barn owls from the parrot and seal 
show based at Flamingo Land and their 
handlers, Lauren Smith and Josephine 
Schneider, visited the Infants and Little 
Owls at Bramcote Junior School.  

The Infant children learnt all about owls as part of their ‘light 
and dark’ project.

The owls were a little ‘fidgety’ as they really wanted to be flying 
around! Unlike barn owls in the wild they were wide awake so 
that we could see them.

After we had all said hello to the owls, we began to do some 
detective work with Tanya Eyre from the Hawk and Owl Trust 
based at Fylingdales Moor (www.hawkandowl.org). Tanya had 
brought some owl pellets (partially digested lumps of fur and 
bone which the owls cough up) for us to dissect. We found all 
sorts of amazing bones, skulls, claws and teeth.

It was lovely to see all the children working together as budding 
scientists making their discoveries.  You can see Millie and 
Bundi in action at Flamingo Land as the weather warms up.

Other supporting work for this project included making 
owl collages, reading stories about owls, and we did some 
research work to find out fascinating facts about owls. 

And the winners were... 
Nursery: Ginny Pattison   Reception: Aishani Datt

Year 1: Mark Nichols    Year 2: Isabella Tyson

Finally, all children in Little Owls Pre-school and the Infant 
classes had a two week project to decorate an owl-themed 
pencil pot.  To enter the children donated money to raise funds 
for the Trust.  Thank you to our special guests for all the time 
they spent with us: we raised a total of £35 toward the work the 
trust does and the money will be used to purchase and place 
a new Barn Owl nesting box.  Well done to all the children who 
entered such elaborate and fancy pots!

Tanya Eyre from the Trust left leaflets and maps with us and 
has invited us to the Moor for an exploration later this summer, 
which we are very excited about.  For more information contact 
Mrs Eves in the Infants department.



Bramcote Junior School pupils raised 
a staggering £2,455.35 for Macmillan 
Cancer Support during their Charity 
Week.  The event was organised by 
Armstrong House, one of four houses at 
Bramcote Junior School, with the help of 
teacher Mrs Julie Grant. 

Armstrong Raise Thousands 
for Macmillan

Chloe Dyble of Macmillan Cancer Support 
was there to receive the cheque in the 
final assembly on Wednesday 27th March.
Mrs Grant said, “The whole week was 
a great success thanks to Armstrong 
House, all the pupils and staff of 
Bramcote Junior School and the 
overwhelming generosity of the parents, 
other family members and friends who 
sponsored the children.”

Altogether £2,455.35 was raised for 
Macmillan Cancer Support. All 82 
junior school pupils took part in raising 
sponsorship for sporting challenges as 
well as baking cakes and buns and selling 
them to the rest of the school for money. 

Good Hair Day!
Bramcote Junior School children 
dressed in red to raise money for 
Red Nose Day on Friday 15 March.



As the morning drew to a close 
so did the investigation as the 
evidence against one member 
of staff began to mount up.
It was pretty clear in the end that the 
shifty character, Mr Horton, was guilty 
beyond any reasonable doubt. He did, of 
course, protest his innocence, claiming he 
had been framed and he was set up, but 
as the investigators left for home he was a 
forlorn figure left in the office waiting to be 
taken away for further questioning!

Another great experience; lots of fun, lots 
of learning and plenty of great snacks – a 
good way to spend a Saturday morning.

Murder, 
Mystery 
and Intrigue
One of the many advantages of an 
education at Bramcote Junior School and 
Scarborough College is the opportunity 
to do something distinctly different.  

This is certainly true of the Saturday Activity Mornings which 
are now a regular weekly feature.  Since Easter children have 
partaken in golf, murder mystery, glider construction and 
archery.  Mr Wilkinson tells us what happened on the murder 
mystery morning…

The pupils arrived to discover a ‘murder’ had taken place 
and they were to be the investigation team given the task of 
discovering who was guilty. The scene was set with a brief 
introduction stating that a burglar had been disturbed in one 
of the classrooms and it appeared one of the teachers had 
‘dealt’ with the intruder in a rather severe way! MURDER!

Following the introduction, all the crime scene investigators 
were dressed in protective clothing and hats to prevent 
contamination of the crime scene. They were then taken to 
the crime scene by Chief Investigator Emmerson. On arrival 
the area was taped off but as investigators they were allowed 
through the cordon. Already in the room was the Chief 
Crime Scene Officer Professor Middleton who outlined the 
scene before inviting the trainee investigators to begin. Initial 
investigation at the crime scene revealed a hockey stick, 3 
different handwritten notes, a document written in code, a 
half-eaten sandwich and a footprint.

Classrooms had been converted into evidence analysis 
labs and the investigators went from room to room during 
the morning trying to match the evidence gathered from 
the crime scene with samples of fingerprints, handwriting, 
footprints, clothing fibres and hair taken from six or seven 
members of staff who were possible suspects. During the 
course of the investigation all members of staff, it appeared, 
were implicated in one way or another and those that were in 
school were often heard to be pleading their innocence!





Bramcote Junior School Sporting Successes
On Thursday 25 April, the Scarborough and District Cross 
Country Finals were hosted by Bramcote Junior School and 
held on the Deepdale pitches.  The school was represented 
by runners from Year 2 to Year 6.  Although it was typically wet 
and muddy for all the children and their supporting parents, 
this did not dampen the enthusiasm and effort from all those 
taking part.

Bramcote Junior School had a wonderful day winning both 
the Under 11 Boys’ and Girls’ competitions.  A special 
mention must go to Hattie Gillingham, Hannah Sunley, Peter 
Hudson and Joshua Davey for their outstanding individual 
performances.

On Wednesday 1 May the Under 11 Girls played St Martins, 
Ampleforth at Rounders – and won.

On Thursday 2 May, the Under 11 Boys travelled to Barrowcliff 
School to compete in the Scarborough and District Football 
quarter finals, winning 1-0. The winning goal was beautifully set 
up by Freddie Bradley and scored by Josh Davey.

At Seamer, our boys were winners of the Rugby League 
Summer Cup including being unbeaten and having had only 
one try scored against them.  The boys played with grit, 
determination and skill, showing ability in both attack and 
defence.  During the presentation of prizes Will Barker was 
awarded the ‘Most Improved Player of the Season’ and Peter 
Hudson was awarded ‘Player of the Year’. Congratulations to 
them both. In addition to all this, the boys have also won two 
recent Primary School Cricket Cup matches against Gladstone 
Road and St Martin’s.

On 5 June, children from Year 3 through to Year 6 competed in the local Primary School Olympics. Congratulations to 
Bramcote Junior School pupils in Years 5 and 6 who beat 13 other local schools to win the afternoon event.



Senior School
Sports Round Up
By Chris Barker, Director of Sport 

It has been a busy time for the Scarborough College sports 
teams, with both boys and girls playing county competitions in 
netball and hockey as well as dominating the district 
competitions.

There have been many individual successes with a large 
number of pupils representing their clubs and County, however, 
I’m delighted with the amount of participation in team sports 
that the school is achieving.

On some weekends, the majority of pupils have been out 
playing competitive matches. This has allowed the school to 
play a huge range of schools from the largest independent 
schools to smaller local schools.  Our travels have taken us 
from Yarm in the North East to Worksop in the Midlands. 
Scarborough College hockey both for boys and girls remains a 
real strength, and we continue to punch above our weight in all 
ages of hockey.

The variety of sports on offer has increased: we are making 
extensive use of the Bramcote swimming pool with all 
junior school pupils having weekly swimming lessons and 
senior school pupils being able to opt for swimming via the 
enrichment programme. 

We have made good use of the neighbouring South Cliff Golf 
Club with some 9 and 10 year boys having the opportunity  
to improve their golf with the golf professional during games 
lessons. We have recently started playing inter school football 
and rounders has seen a resurgence which the girls are really 
enjoying alongside their tennis: the early signs are good for 
more success on the rounders field.

I would like to thank all the staff that make weekend fixtures 
possible, also parents who deliver the children and support 
the fixtures and finally the players themselves whose skills and 
enthusiasm make the sport so exciting.

Full details and match reports available on the website.



STUDY ABROAD CONFERENCE

By Isobel Nixon

Scarborough College played host to a ‘Study 

Abroad Conference’ in conjunction with the 

University of Hull Scarborough Campus, on 

14 March 2013.  Year 11 pupils were invited 

from local schools and attended alongside 

our own Lower Sixth students to find out 

first-hand about studying abroad.  The 

conference was attended by universities 

from all over the world, including the Florida 

State University, Richmond University and 

European and Chinese Universities.

What was on offer?

The pupils listened to keynote speakers from 

a variety of universities with international 

degree programmes.  Then pupils could 

put questions to an International Student 

panel to find out first-hand about the benefits 

of studying abroad.  Following this they had 

a tour of the University campus with Student 

Ambassadors and met a number of exhibitors 

from international educational institutions to 

find out more about their future study and 

career options.

Anna Lowe, Careers Adviser at Scarborough 

College, was instrumental in securing high 

profile speakers from top international 

universities.  Pupils found out directly from 

university students how studying abroad for a 

degree, taught in English, can be a fantastic 

opportunity to learn a new language and 

make new friends, experience a new culture 

and give them extra employability later in 

life.  In some cases, it can even be cheaper 

than studying in the UK, especially with the 

introduction of increased tuition fees here in 

the UK.

There are currently 700 
undergraduate programmes 
taught in English, available to our 
students on Mainland Europe. 
Entry requirements are generally 
significantly lower than in UK 
universities.



Scarborough College is already an 
international school: all our sixth formers 
study the International Baccalaureate, which 
means everyone studies a language and 
has direct access to universities throughout 
the world as well as the UK.  We have 
international boarders here, living and 
studying in Scarborough, who provide a 
global perspective and cultural awareness for 
all our students.  This broad outlook sets the 
students apart and is increasingly important 
in their future careers.

Feedback obtained on the day showed that 
over 90% of the students who attended felt 
more positive about their future and higher 
education options and choices accessible 
to them.  Many agreed that studying abroad 
was now a definite option following on from 
attending the conference, whether that might 
be for one term, one year or for longer.

We are delighted to have also received 
fantastic feedback from our exhibitors and 
key speakers about the event and we are 
very grateful that so many people gave of 
their time to come and speak to pupils of 
Scarborough and surrounding areas about 
this topic.

IB MEDIA 
REPORT
Adapted from an article by Jon Cartwright, 
The Telegraph, 9 April 2013

Little by little, students are turning away from A-levels and 
taking up IB diplomas instead.  The trend reflects a growing 
feeling among educators that the IB is for any student who 
wants a broader education.

One criticism levelled at the IB is that it offers breadth 
over depth, however, a report published last year by the 
qualifications regulator Ofqual found the IB’s higher-level 
mathematics to be “more challenging” than its A-level 
counterpart.

Industry confirms the IB’s benefits: salaries for IB school 
leavers in full-time employment are on average £1,500 higher 
than for those with A-levels. Research commissioned by the 
British Council and Think Global (two charities promoting 
international education) suggest that three-quarters of 
employers want young people to “think more globally” in order 
to prevent UK industries falling behind emerging economies 
such as China.

The Education Secretary Michael Gove appears to be a fan of 
the IB system. His plans for an “Advanced Baccalaureate” to 
replace A-levels, leaked last year, appeared remarkably similar 
to an IB diploma, with features including extended essays, 
voluntary work and contrasting subject choices. With reform 
in the air, more students might turn to IB programmes simply 
to ensure they end up with a qualification that has proven 
longevity. The IB is free from political control or, for want of a 
better word, ‘interference’.

In practice, universities rate IB students so highly that in terms 
of UCAS points, they are given lower, more easily achievable 
offers than A-level students.

IB – THE FACTS
• 139 different countries with IB schools

• 876,000 is the total number of IB students worldwide

• Many schools and agents abroad actively promote the IB   
 Diploma as taught in a British or American school is   
 the best education you can find in the world – and it’s   
 right here on our doorstep!

• Scarborough College is the top performing IB School in the   
 North East of England and Yorkshire



Public Speaking 
Scarborough College’s public speaking 
team comprised Alex Richards,
Edward Burnett, and Niall Collinson 
(above). The boys made it to the national 
final of the Rotary Clubs Youth Speaks at 
Hull University on 28 April.

Back in February the Year 9 team represented the College 
in the Intermediate section of the Youth Speaks competition 
held at Lady Lumley’s School.  The team faced strong local 
competition but came first to propel them to the finals in York.  

After the heat in York and the regional final in Kettering, now 
they were through to the final, facing six other teams from the 
whole of the UK in front of an audience of over 200.

With Edward as Chairman, Alex as main speaker and Niall 
giving the vote of thanks, the boys gave another outstanding 
performance. 

Sadly it wasn’t quite enough to win the competition, but they 
finished third and collected very handsome individual trophies.

None of the boys had ever spoken in public prior to the start 
of 2013 and at every stage we were the smallest school in the 
competition, so to finish third in a national competition was a 
tremendous achievement for the boys and we hope will set the 
standard for others to follow in future.

The team would like to thank Ms Powell, both for organising 
the initial inter-house speaking competition and also for her 
help and advice with the speeches.  Mr Wilson and Mrs 
Mack also lent valuable support and encouraged the team 
throughout as did the boys’ parents throughout their nail-biting 
journey.



As usual, each house was asked to prepare a short concert 
that included a choir item, a solo item and an ensemble item. 
Each item had to be presented by a compère.

We enjoyed a variety of music with some particularly notable 
performances. Crews house performed their concert first, 
Andrew Williams’ performance of ‘O Sole Mio’, accompanied 
by Chris Too was very well received.

Hornby house produced an enjoyable choir item ‘It’s All About 
You’, accompanied by Lisa Tam on her ukulele! Lisa also 
performed ‘Blue Jeans’ as the solo item with style.

Armstrong house put on a very good show, with excellent 
compèring from Tom Fraser and Eleanor Richards. The 
Armstrong choir sang ‘Uptown Girl’, followed by David Turner 
proving himself to be the king of the high A’s with a lovely 
performance of ‘The Music of the Night’. The Armstrong band 
put on a good show with a lively and exciting performance of 
Coldplay’s ‘Viva la Vida’.

Last to perform were Cooper house and after an unfortunate 
false start, their choir performed beautifully, a capella, with 
a performance that had clearly been very well rehearsed. 
Isabelle Harvey gave a very moving performance of ‘With You’ 
from Ghost the Musical. Cooper’s band performed a stirring 
rendition of ‘Sergeant Pepper’ adapted and dedicated to 
Mr Brough!

House Report
Extra curricular time during the Easter term was dominated by the production of 
Les Miserables. However, many of our students still found time to prepare for the 

Music competition which took place in the last week of term. 

The difficult task of judging the competition went to local 
musician Stuart Thorpe, who gave some advice to pupils about 
performance technique. With some outstanding performances, 
the final score was very close, with Cooper achieving victory 
over Armstrong by just 1 point. In the end, it was the standard 
of the choir which swung it for Cooper!
Category winners were Lisa Tam Solo, Armstrong Ensemble 
and Cooper Choir. 

The overall marks were: 
Crews 26    Hornby 33    Armstrong 39    Cooper 40

House Sport
On the sporting front Boys Hockey and Girls Netball were the 
main competitions. Armstrong won Intermediate Hockey whilst 
Crews took Junior Hockey. In Netball Crews took the Junior 
Competition whilst Armstrong took the Senior. 

At the time of writing the overall House scores are: 
Armstrong 132, Cooper 137, Crews 78 and Hornby 104. 
The overall competition is clearly neck and neck between 
Armstrong and Cooper with Hornby not far behind. As the final 
House competitions of the academic year approach - cricket, 
tennis and sports day - as well as the addition to the scores of 
academic house points there is still everything to play for.



Les Miserables
One of the highlights of the school calendar was this year’s senior school dramatic 
production of Les Miserables.  All students involved worked tremendously hard to 
pull off a poignant and heartfelt performance two nights running, both with standing 
ovations from the packed auditorium.

The show was open to members of the public and students can feel extremely proud that various members of the audience wrote in 
to school to praise the pupils’ performances, some saying that our students were able to hold their own with the best of the West End!

Comments included: “There were some amazingly poignant moments which were beautifully directed and sensitively performed. The 
scene when Eponine dies in Marius’ arms was fabulous; what talent Isabelle Harvey has!  And the roles of Mme. Thénardier, Fantine 
and Valjean were all performed brilliantly, as were many others.  It was incredibly brave to stage such an epic, particularly at the same 
time as the release of the film.”

Thanks go to the hard working staff members who helped to direct and manage such a wonderful performance, notably Dan Maloney, 
Sarah Grice, Julie Walsh, Rebecca Leeson and Martin Richardson, who were all intensely involved with the production for many hours 
during the final weeks of rehearsals.  All students and staff involved in any capacity can feel very proud to have been a part of this 
fantastic production.  We eagerly await next year’s dramatic production.



The open air production was perfect for a play in which much of 
the action takes place in the Forest of Arden.  The young, all-
male cast was, as always, completely convincing and, of course, 
ideal for playing a girl, who disguises herself as a boy and then 
pretends to be a girl in order to woo a boy……  

The non-stop action (including wrestling), music, dance and the 
hilarity of the disguises, meant that everyone, children and adults 
alike, enjoyed themselves.  As always, it was a privilege to host 
such an accomplished theatre company.

As You Like It
The Lord Chamberlain’s Men joined 
us for the third year with their hugely 
enjoyable performance of ‘As You Like 
It’.  This year, the weather blessed the 
occasion and was entirely appropriate 
for the frothy confection that this play 
represents. 

The day began with a series of workshops on all aspects of 
theatre attended by our own pupils and 120 children from local 
primary schools.   As evening drew near, the audience gathered 
with their deck chairs, picnics and a glass of wine to give 
themselves up to the magic of Shakespeare.

Like all of Shakespeare’s comedies, the plot does not bear 
close scrutiny; a family conflict and an exile result in some 
cross-dressing and an escape to the forest where strange 
confusion rules.  After a chaotic and exhausting night of chases 
and wooing, the protagonists then emerge to marry each other 
and live happily ever after (more or less); even the hapless 
Audrey is partnered with the sardonic Touchstone.



Enrichment Programme

The Wargames Society dates back to 1970, when boys (there 
were no girls at College then) refought the battles of Napoleon 
in miniature.

Some things have changed with time, most wargamers now 
choose a favourite historical period. Historical games can 
stretch from cavemen hunting mammoths to the battlefields of 
WWII. At present, we don’t have many Napoleonic players.

Part of the fun of the hobby can be research into uniforms, 
organisation, and tactics. Most figures need to be painted, but 
it isn’t as difficult as it may seem. Appropriate terrain is useful, 
and again needs careful research. Although some terrain is 
available commercially, many gamers make their own and most 
members of the club are keen terrain builders.

But gamers draw inspiration from many sources including 
many works of fiction.

Tolkien’s Middle Earth has been popular as a game setting 
for decades, and the Victorian science fiction of Heinlein, 
Verne or Wells might lead to games featuring “the League of 
Extraordinary Gentlemen” or war on Mars, whilst others may 
choose the 1930s pulp fiction settings of “Idaho Smith and the 
Temple of Ramalamadindong”, or more modern science fiction 
ranging from Judge Dredd to Star Wars. If you can make, or 
buy, figures for it, you can probably game it, but you may have 
to write your own rule book first.

Unlike computer games, wargaming is interactive and tactile, 
and can be seen as a social leveller: year 7s can play against 
sixth formers without a problem, and we have occasionally 
had players from other schools visit for a game. There are even 
games where all the players are on the same side.

For open day 2012 we presented a relatively new game, set 
in the seedy back streets of Victorian Whitechapel we had 
Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson face a deadly opponent in the 
smoggy alleyways. 

Wargaming is a recognised (but challenging) skill for Duke of 
Edinburgh Award.

• In 2008 a team of 4 players from the club got to the finals in a 
national schools league championship.

• In 2009 a team of 4 players from the club came second in a 
national schools league championship.

• In 2011 a team of 6 players from the club took part in a 
Guinness World Record attempt, and one player played in the 
World Wargame Championships.

• In 2012 the club were interviewed by a national magazine.

What will we do in 2013? Join us and find out.

In the sporting arena mainstream sports continue to be popular, with sessions ranging from the more serious team practices to more 
relaxed fun sessions in sports such as rounders and tennis. It is also pleasing to see running club and swimming, a new addition this 
year, continuing in popularity.  Away from sport a wide range of activities continue to flourish, from wargames and computer games to 
academic enrichment.  The latter includes spelling bee, maths card games and various language sessions, to name but a few.  We are 
always looking to expand and develop what we offer; we welcome suggestions for additions to the enrichment programme.  All pupils 
are encouraged to take part in a wide range of activities, to develop their skills and broaden their horizons.  Supervised homework 
sessions are also offered each day to allow pupils to make a start on their homework before returning home.

Spotlight on Wargames Society
By Mr Gary Hughs



The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award continues to be very popular 
at Scarborough College with many pupils working towards 
their awards at the various levels.  We currently have 26 pupils 
doing their bronze award, 19 at silver and 8 at gold level in the 
lower sixth.  I am also pleased to say that several upper sixth 
and past pupils have just received their gold awards from the 
Duke himself.  Much of the current success of the award at 
the College is down to the hard work of Sue Nichol over many 
years.  She has now chosen to pursue her own interests and 
leaves the College’s Award programme in a strong position.  
We wish her well for the future.

The expedition season is now well under way.  During 
the Easter holiday a gold group completed their practice 
expedition in the Yorkshire Dales, snowdrifts and all, and 
will be completing the qualifying expedition in the Lake 
District at half term.  Five bronze groups took part in the 
most successful bronze expedition in the Yorkshire Wolds for 
several years and are looking forward to their final expedition 
on the North York Moors expedition in June.  After a weather-
enforced postponement at Easter, the silver groups will be in 
the Yorkshire Dales in late June and will complete their final 
expedition during the summer.

This year we are making some changes to the Award at 
Scarborough College.  We are now launching the bronze 
award at the end of Year 9 so that pupils can get on with their 
various activities earlier.  I hope that all Year 9 pupils will take 
advantage of the opportunity to get involved with the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award and look forward to many of them moving 
through the award levels as they progress through the College.

Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award Summer 
Update
By Richard Robson

Many pupils have recently been celebrating achieveing their 
Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award with a Presentation Ceremony 
at St James’ Palace on 8th May 2013.  Congratulations to them 
all for their hard work and dedication.  

Alasdair Hughs attended the presentation at St. James’ Palace 
with his Grandmother.  Alasdair’s Grandmother will be 90 in 
November and the last time she visited King’s Cross was on a 
steam train, and the station was surrounded by sandbags to 
protect against the Luftwaffe, during the Blitz.

Mrs Fraser, mother of Tom Fraser wrote “We had a fantastic 
day.  It was lovely to go round part of the Palace and to see the 
Duke of Edinburgh in person.  We had an inspiring talk from 
Hannah Cockcroft in Tom’s group who has done so much so 
young despite her disability. I must admit a part of me would 
have liked Michael Palin to have been in his group as I’m a 
lifelong fan of his.”

Going for 
Gold

Alasdair Hughs with 
his Grandmother

Tom Fraser
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All AboardThe London Eye 
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BOARDING NEWS
Boarding continues to be a happy and friendly community at 
Scarborough College, with boarding numbers on the rise since 
the introduction of boarders from age 11 and the growing 
number of families realising the value to their children of 
studying for GCSE and IB at a top performing boarding school.  
We give you a flavour of what has been happening this past six 
months.

Excursions
Excursions for all boarders included the London Trip in 
December 2012 when we took in the sights of London on the 
London Eye and Thames River Cruise as well as visiting the 
Victoria and Albert Museum, the Natural History Museum, 
partaking in a spot of shopping on Oxford Street and watching 
the show ‘Scrooge’ at the London Palladium.

In May, over the fabulously sunny bank holiday weekend, 
boarders and staff took in some beautiful scenery as we visited 
the village of Grosmont, on the North Yorkshire Moors, for a trip 
on the steam train to Goathland.

Everyone enjoyed lunch on the nostalgic steam train and 
surveyed the beautiful surroundings.  From Goathland we 
then all walked back to Grosmont along the rail trail.  We 
followed the river through the Moors, which was idyllic, 
sharing our walk with lambs jumping around and cattle in the 
fields.  This definitely was Yorkshire and the Moors at its best!

We then travelled on to Lealholm for drinks, cream cake and 
ice cream plus a game of football in Mrs Thomas’s garden, 
before making our way back to the College just in time for 
Sunday Dinner!  Mrs Thomas’s garden and beautiful spring 
flowers certainly took a battering too.



In the House
Other activities back at the houses 
included Burns Night at Weaponness, 
which is a Scottish tradition celebrating 
the life and poetry of Robert Burns, 
accompanied by eating Scottish food 
(Haggis), drinking Scottish drinks and 
reading poems from the ‘bard’.  Mr Davey 
even played the bagpipes and the boys 
dressed for dinner (some in tartan kilts!).

The story of the haggis was told before 
the haggis was piped into the dining room 
and the traditional address was delivered 
brilliantly by Ms Lynda Powell, a native 
Glaswegian.  The menu was haggis 
with mashed neeps and tatties, dessert 
was cranechan followed by cheese and 
oatcakes. The immortal memory was 
given by Mr Davey. 

Mr Davey and Mr Precious were fantastic 
cooks, as always, and the boarders had 
a very funny game of blanket volleyball in 
the back garden. 

A perfect summer farewell for this group 
as many of the Upper 6th students will be 
leaving us after their IB exams in May.  
We wish them well as they go on to 
exciting new chapters in their lives.

This very Scottish tradition is enjoyed all 
over the world and it was fantastic that 
the memory of a 17th Century Scottish 
Poet could bring together students from 
England, Germany, Thailand, China, 
Russia, Hong Kong, Hungary and Italy for 
an evening of conviviality, friendship and 
humour – on a cold, snowy and dark night 
in January!

More recently, the boarders made use of 
the sunnier weather by partaking in a Bar-
be-que provided by the Houseparents.  
It was the last opportunity for this year’s 
boarders to all get together for a final 
social.  



Alan Lewis 
Year 11 pupil Alan Lewis had a fantastic gig recently when he 
was invited to support The Wanted at Scarborough Open Air 
Theatre.  Despite the rain on the night, his performance was a 
huge success. He even managed to get himself introduced to 
the crowd as a pupil of Scarborough College!  Alan was treated 
like a star for the night including his own dressing room and he 
loved every minute. Siva and Nathan of The Wanted watched 
his performance from the side of the stage and congratulated 
him afterwards. He also spent time with Amelia Lily and A*M*E 
the other two support acts. Both before and after he left the 
stage he had interviews with the press and local radio with his 
interview with Radio York going out live.

Alan performed two of his own songs and three covers 
including Ellie Goulding’s ‘Starry Eyed’ which he has just 
released onto his SoundCloud website which can be accessed 
at https://soundcloud.com/alanofficial

Alan’s next appearance will be at the Staxtonbury Music 
Festival where he will be performing on the main stage from 
7.15pm on Friday 5th July and from 9.30pm in the acoustic 
marquee the same evening. He returns to open the Newcomers 
stage from 12 noon on Saturday 6th July and is really looking 
forward to his second year at this great family friendly weekend 
event.

We congratulate Alan on his huge talent and success and 
watch with baited breath as he continues his musical pursuits.

Becky Arundel
Another pupil Becky Arundel, a talented singer songwriter in 
Year 11, made it through various local heats to take part in the 
final 5 of Viking FM’s THE BIG AUDITION in March 2013 at The 
Toyko Bar in Hull.  Becky raised a staggering £2419.14 from 
fundraising in the local area including busking on the streets of 
Hull and with a fundraising concert in school in February.

Becky said, “Thank you so much to all the students, parents 
and staff for helping me to get this far and to raise the much-
needed money for Cash for Kids”.  Becky’s singing can be 
heard by accessing the Scarborough College blog page.  We 
wish her continued success as she geos on to pursue her 
musical talents.

Alan on stage at the  
Open Air Theatre



A student and former Deputy Head of the College passed away 
peacefully, aged 90 years on the evening of Friday 24th May. 
John was a local boy, his parents ran The Kensington Hotel 
(now part of The Mount Hotel) near the Cliff Bridge. Following 
time spent at Lisvane Prep School, John moved to the College 
in January 1931 – the beginning of what became an illustrious 
career in secondary education. John became captain of cricket 
and Head of School; he represented the College at rugby, 
hockey and football, turned his hand to matters dramatic, 
was chairman of the debating society and sub-editor of the 
Scardeburgian. 

John’s performance at Higher School Certificate resulted in 
a County Major Scholarship and a place at the University of 
Oxford and, in recognition of this, an extra day’s holiday was 
granted for members of the College at half term. Wadham 
College, Oxford, was followed by a return to the College to 
teach English before heading back to Oxford. He subsequently 
joined the staff at College adding history and later economics 
to his timetable. John was immensely proud of his economics 
department, one of the first schools with a qualified economist 
at the helm. Many of his former students went on to enjoy a 
very successful career in the field of finance and economics.

JHAA graduating from 
Wadham College, Oxford circa 1949

Following his retirement, John continued a long association 
with the College: as a Governor, retiring in 1994;President of 
the Old Scardeburgian Association 1975-78; and for a period 
of time assumed the helm at Lisvane. He continued his love of 
sport, particularly golf; at the age of 72 he recorded his third 
hole in one – all on the third hole at South Cliff Golf Club. John 
retired from golf just over a decade ago. He enjoyed his games 
of snooker, watching cricket and most recently was looking 
forward to the Ashes series.  John also reminded us that he 
and Percy Holmes of Yorkshire & England shared a 100 run 
partnership against the College team. It was, in fact, Percy 
Holmes’s last century partnership.

In conversation, right up to the end, he continued to speak 
with great authority on the College, history, economics, politics 
and sport. He was reading and commenting on the chapters 
Richard Wilkinson had completed for a new book on Lloyd 
George.

Countless former pupils, parents, OSs and staff will look                             
back on time spent in the company of John Alderson and will 
consider it a privilege to have known him. All will have a story 
to tell of the character whose contributions to the College will 
live on in our memories. 

The OSA intend to organise a Memorial Service in May next 
year.  Any anecdotes, memories or photographs that you have 
of John and wish to share with us, please forward to
the College by email: osa@scarboroughcollege.co.uk

John Henry Alfred Alderson
20th November 1922 - 24th May 2013

The (unbeaten) 1973 Cricket 1st XI 
Standing: MPJ Foster-Pilkington (scorer), DM Gray, SA Hall, R Duck, 

N Wastling, RA Brown, J Murdoch, Mr JHA Alderson. 
Seated: M Precious, A Cartlidge, JM Precious (capt), 

RCS Rusby, HA Clayton

JHAA First XI Football 1939

Following the retirement 
of  Henry Pegg, due to ill-
health, the Senior Master, 
John Alderson, was asked to 
carry out the role of Acting 
Head from September 
1958. In this capacity he 
reintroduced Speech Day 
in December 1958 - the 
first one since 1939. John 
subsequently worked 
closely with Denys Crews 
who succeeded Mr Pegg. 
John was instrumental 
in introducing the entrance scholarship examination which 
helped raise the academic standing of the College. Following 
the retirement of Mr Crews, John enjoyed  an excellent  
working relationship with the new Head Richard Wilkinson. 
They became good friends as well as an excellent partnership 
steering the College through a number of initiatives, including 
the development to a fully co-educational school.

OSA Reunion 2010 

OSA TRIBUTE

Celebrating his 90th Birthday at 
Scarborough College in December 2012




